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Fig. 17. Xylocopa olivaceae, female dorsal view. 
 
 
 

Xylocopa pubescens Spinola, 1839 (Fig. 18) 
 
Xylocopa (Koptortosoma) pubescens 
= Xylocopa aestuans var. rubida Gribodo, 1884 

 
DIAGNOSIS. A middle size species (16-22 mm). Female. Mesosoma totaly covered by 

yellow pubescence, tergum 1 black (Fig. 18a); tergum 1 with a mite pouch; head (Fig. 18b). 
Male. Totaly covered by yellow pubescence, morphologically not distinguishable form 
Xylocopa caffra, X. schoana and X. olivacea. 

 
OLD MATERIAL. Melka Wever (?), 9°16‘N 40°09‘E, 750m, 20.XI.1973, 1♀, timber root, 

leg. Amde Haemanotiar (NHML).  
 

NEW MATERIAL. OROMIA. Bako, 9°07‘N 37°03‘E, 12.I.2011, Caesalpinia spinosa, 1♀. 
AMHARA: Debre-Birhan, 8.X.2010, Otostegia integrifolia, 1♀ (AP30).  
 

 

 

 
a b    
 
Fig. 18. Xylocopa pubescens; a, female dorsal view (Eritrea, Ghibdo R. Valley); b, head. 
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Xylocopa sarawatica Engel, 2017 (Fig. 19) 
 
 

DIAGNOSIS. This species described from Saudi Arabia is similar in colour to Xylocopa 
pubescens but is smaller (14 mm) (Fig. 19). It has also a mite pouch in T1. The DNA 
barcoding of the specimen from Ethiopia confirm it is different from X. pubescens. 

 
NEW MATERIAL. AMHARA: Zarima, 13°20’N 37°53’E, 1261m, 19.X.2011, Cassia alata, 

1♀.  
 

 
 

Fig. 19. Xylocopa sarawatica, female (Zarima) 
 
 

Xylocopa schoana Enderlein, 1903 (Figs 20-21) 
 
Xylocopa (Koptortosoma) schoana 

 
DIAGNOSIS. The female of this species has the same colouration as X. caffra (Fig. 20a) but 

differs by the lack of mite pouch in first tergum (Fig. 21b). Colour is highly variable on sides 
of thorax of the females (Fig. 20c,d). The type has yellow sides following original description. 
Male totaly covered by yellow pubescence (Fig. 20b), morphologically not distinguishable 
from X. caffra, X. olivacea and X. pubescens. 

 
LITERATURE. Schoa, Addis Abeba, 4.X.1900, 3♀, 20.IX.1900 1♀ (Syntypes; ENDERLEIN, 

1903; FRIESE, 1915). –  "Abessinien" (FRIESE, 1915). 
 

a) Thorax with yellow sides 
 

OLD MATERIAL. Guder, 22.X.1957, 1♀, leg. S. Chojnacki (ZMAA). –  U.C. Addis Ababa, 
5.XII.1963, 2♀, leg. Oli Dj, (ZMAA). –  Addis Ababa, 8000 ft, vii.1945, 4♀, 7.X.1945, 8♂, 
leg. K. Guichard (NHML). –  Addis Ababa, 9°03’N 38°48’E, 1976, on Salvia, 1♀, leg. C. 
Ash (NHML). 
 

NEW MATERIAL. AMHARA, Debre Birham, Bakelo, 9°41’N 39°32’E, 2840m, 8.X.2010, 
Ocimum lamiifolium (BW10), 1♀.  

OROMIA. Entoto, 9°06’N 38°42’E, 14.X.2010, Justicia laterocarpa (DN26), 3♀; 
Plectranthus lanuginosus (DN27), 1♀; Trifolium decorum (BW14), 1♀. – Holeta, 9°04’N 
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38°30’E, 2450m, 10-16.X.2010, Brassica nigra, 4♀, 26.XII.2010, Vernonia leopoldii, 1♀. –  
[Bale], Bekele Forest, 7°01’N 39°34’E, 1.II.2011, Echinops macrochaetus, 1♀. – [Bale], 
Sebsibe Cave, 7°03’N 39°35’E, 24.X.2010, Scabiosa columbaria, 1♀. 

 
b) Thorax with black sides 

 
Old material: Addis Abeba, 25.II.1989, 1♂, 1♀, leg. G.G.M. Schulten (RMNH, dt by 

Schulten as “X. schoana”).  
 

NEW MATERIAL. AMHARA, Debre Birham, Bakelo, 9°41’N 39°32’E, 2840m, 8.X.2011, 
Salvia schimperi (AP30), 1♀, Ocimum lamiifolium (BW10), 1♀. – Debre Tabor, 11°51’N 
38°00’E, 2691m, 20.X.2011, Cassia alata, 1♀. – Gelawdios Church Forest, 11°38.410'N 
37°48.617'E, 2485 m, 9-11.I.2012, 1♀, forest core, Malaise trap (NHML). 

ADDIS ABABA, Entoto, 9°06’N 38°42’E, 14.X.2010, Trifolium decorum (BW14), 1♀, 
1♂. 

OROMIA. Road to Suba forest, 8°58’N 38°32’E, 3.X.2010, Plectranthus garckeanus, 1♀ 
(AP4). – Muketuri, 9°33’N 38°52’E, 7.X.2010, Brassica sp., 1♀ (AP). – Muketuri, 9°33’N 
38°52’E, 7.X.2010, Caesalpina spinosa, 3♀ (DN11). – Goha Tsiyon, 10°01’N 38°14’E, 
2484m, 13.X.2011, Plectranthus ornatus, 2♀.    

 SOUTHERN. Arba-Minch, Lake Chamo, 5°55’N 37°32’E, 1138m, 19.IX.2012, 1♀. 
 

c) Barcoded males 
 

AMHARA, Lake Hayk, 11°20’N 39°43’E, 18.XI.2010, Caesalpinia spinosa, 1♂. – Bure, 
10°47’N 37°03’E, 2559m, 14.X.2011, Justicia schimperana, 1♂. – Debre Birham, Bakelo, 
9°41’N 39°32’E, 2840m, 8.X.2011, Salvia schimperi (AP30), 1♂. 

ADDIS ABABA, Addis Ababa Sciences College, 31.X.2010, Impatiens sp., 1♂. 
OROMIA. Holeta, 9°04’N 38°30’E, 2450m, 4.XI.2010, Salvia leucantha, 1♂. – Entoto, 

9°06’N 38°42’E, 14.X.2010, Justicia laterocarpa (DN26) 2♂; Plectranthus lanuginosus 
(DN27), 1♂; Trifolium decorum (BW14), 1♂. 
 
 
 

  
a b 
 
Fig. 20. Xylocopa schoana; a, female dorsal view; b, male dorsal view 
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c d 
 
Fig. 20. (continued) Xylocopa schoana; c, female with yellow sides; d, female with black sides. 
 
 
 

  
a b 
 
Fig. 21. Xylocopa schoana, female; a, propodeum; b, first tergum without mite pouch. 
 
 
 

Xylocopa scioensis Gribodo, 1884 (Figs 22-23) 
 
Xylocopa (Koptortosoma) scioensis 
Xylocopa flavobicincta Gribodo, 1894 
Xylocopa nigripes Friese, 1915, syn. nov. (Fig. 23). 

 
DIAGNOSIS. A smaller species (11-13 mm) than in the Xylocopa caffra complex, without 

mite pouch. Colouration of thorax is variable in both sexes, black and yellow (Fig. 22a,b), or 
completely yellow (Fig. 22c,d).  

 
a) variety with thorax black and yellow 

 
LITERATURE. Harrar, xi, ♂, ♀, leg. Kristensen (lectotype X. nigripes) (MNHUB) 

(examined) (FRIESE, 1915).  
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OLD MATERIAL. Asba Tafari, 5800ft, 1.IX.1945, 1♀, leg. K.M. Guichard (NHML). –  L. 
Bischoftu, 7000ft, 12.V.1946, 5♂, 1♀, leg. K.M. Guichard (NHML). –  Addis Ababa, 17 
March 1954, 1♀ (ZMAA). –  Gibie River, 2.XI.1957, 1♂, leg. S. Chojnacki (ZMAA). –  
Koka, 8°27’N 39°06’E, 28.VIII.1976, 1♂, 30.VIII.1976, 1♂, leg. C.P.J. Ash (NHML). –  
Addis Abeba, 25.II.1989, 1♀, leg. G.G.M. Schulten (RMNH). –  Tana Hotel, Lake Tana, 
13.X.2007, 2♀, leg. Tibebe Dejene & J. Bekele (ZMAA). –  Bischoftu, 1♀ (ZMAA). 

 
NEW MATERIAL. OROMIA: road to Suba forest, 3.X.2010, Plectranthus garckeanus, 1♀ 

(AP4). –  Holetta, 9°04’N 38°30’E, 2450m, 26.XII.2010, Brassica nigra, 1♀. – [W. 
Hararghe] Mechara, 8°36’N 40°19’E, 30.x-13.XI.2010, Desmodium uncinatum, 2♀, Dolichos 
lablab, 7♀, Justicia ladanoides, 1♀, 5-19.XII.2010, Trichodesma zeylanicum, 2♂, 18♀, 
18.XII.2010, Jacaranda mimosifolia, 1♀, 6-25.XII.2010, Stylosanthes guianensis, 1♂. – [W. 
Hararghe] Gadullo, 8°23’N 40°23’E, 1625m, 5.I.2011, Asteraceae n°111, 1♀. –  [Bale] 
Sof’Omar, 6°13’N 39°46’E, 31.I.2011, Aloe berhana, 2♀. – Sokoru, 7°55’N 37°25’E, 
19.VI.2011, Solanum incanum, 2♀. – Gibe, 7°45’N 37°39’E, 20.VI.2011, Solanum incanum, 
2♀. – Lake Koka, 8°21’N 39°00’E, 1572m, 27.IX.2012, 1♀. – Lake Ziway,7°56’N 38°43’E, 
1638m, 14.IX.2012, Hypoestes forsakolii, 1♀. 

AMHARA. Efrata, 10°09’N 39°59’E, 22.XI.2010, Aloe berhana, 1♀. – Chefawoledi, 
11°00’N 39°46’E, 20-21.XI.2010, Hygrophila auriculata, 1♀.  

SOUTHERN. Arba-Minch, Nech sar National Park, 5°58’N 37°35’E, 1108m, 19.IX.2012, 
Solanum sp., 1♂, 3♀. – Chencha, 6°09’N 37°34’E, 1916m, 20.IX.2012, Plectranthus sp., 3♂, 
1♀. 
 

b) variety with  thorax completely yellow 
 

NEW MATERIAL. OROMIA. Bako, 9°07’N 37°03’E, 25.XI.2010, Hygrophila auriculata, 
1♀. – [W. Hararghe] Mechara, 8°36’N 40°19’E, 5-19.XII.2010, Cajanus cajan, 1♀, 
Trichodesma zeylanicum, 1♀. – [Bale] Harenna Forest, 6°34’N 39°43’E, Hypoestes 
forskaolii, 1♀. – Gibe, 7°45’N 37°39’E, 20.VI.2011, Solanum incanum, 1♀. – Agere-
Maryam, forest 5km S, 5°29’N 38°15’E, 1963m, Ocimum lamiifolium, 1♀. 

AMHARA. Efrata, 10°09’N 39°59’E, 22.XI.2010, Aloe berhana, 3♂, 5♀. – Lake Hayk, 
11°20’N 39°43’E, 18.XI.2010, Caesalpinia spinosa, 1♂, Hygrophila auriculata, 2♀. – 
Karakore, 10°25’N 39°56’E, 22.XI.2010, Aloe berhana, 1♂, 1♀. – Chefawoledi, 11°00N 
39°46’E, Hygrophila auriculata, 7♂, 14♀, Ricinus communis, 1♂, 8♀, Guizotia scabra, 1♂. 
– Paso Mile, 11°24’N 39°38’E, 17.XI.2010, Hypoestes forskaolii, 1♀. – Kemise, 10°43’NN 
39°52’E, 21.XI.2010, Hygrophila auriculata, 2♀. – Work-Amba, near Waroda on Chinese 
road, 11°55’N 37°49’E, 1957m, 20.X.2011, Solanum incanum, 1♀. 
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a b 

 
 

c d 
 
Fig. 22. Xylocopa scioensis; a, female with thorax black and yellow; b, male with thorax black and yellow; c, 
female with thorax completely yellow; d, male with thorax completely yellow. 
 

  
a b 

 c   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 23. Xylocopa nigripes, male lectotype 
(=  X. scioensis); a, dorsal view; b, lateral view; c, 
frontal view. 
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Xylocopa somalica Magretti, 1895 (Fig. 24) 

 
Xylocopa (Koptortosoma) somalica 
Xylocopa flavobicincta var. somalica Magretti, 1895. 
 

DIAGNOSIS. Similar in colouration to X. caffra but the head bears a grey pubescence (Fig. 
24). 
 

LITERATURE. Galla (FRIESE, 1915).  
 

NEW MATERIAL. OROMIA. Bale, Sof'Omar, 6°13’N 39°46’E, 31.I.2011, Aloe berhana, 
2♀. – W. Hararghe, Gadullo, 8°23’N 40°23’E, 1625m, 5.I.2011, Asteraceae n°111, 2♀.  

SOUTHERN. Arba-Minch, Nech Sar National Park, 5°58’N 37°35’E, 1108m, 19.IX.2012, 
Solanum sp., 5♀. – Derashe near Gidole, 5°41’N 37°26’E, 1138m, 22.IX.2012, Asteraceae, 
1♀. – Road to Tebela, 6°38’N 37°49’E, 18.IX.2012, Plectranthus sp., 2♀. 

SOUTHERN. Road to Elbere, 5°20’N 36°57’E, 559m, 24.IX.2012, Indigofera sp., 1♂. 
 

 
 

a b 

  
c d 
 
Fig. 24. Xylocopa somalica; a, female dorsal view; b, male dorsal view; c, female head; d, female head lateral 
view. 
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Xylocopa subjuncta Vachal, 1898 
 
Xylocopa (Xylomelissa) subjuncta 

 
DIAGNOSIS. Large species (27 mm). Female. Similar to X. erythrina but clypeus not 

surrounded by a carina and basitibial plate ending on the apical 2/3 of the hind tibia. 
Morphologically similar to X. hottentota but larger. Male. Face pale yellow, mesosoma with 
black pubescence. Similar to the black variety of X. erythrina but the dentition of hind femora 
not so strong and apex of hind tibia less expanded, pilosity of the underside of the mesosoma 
black (grey in X. erythrina).  

 
OLD MATERIAL. Environs de Harrar, Belaoua, 1♂ (Mission du Bourg de Bozas 1903 ; 

MNHNP). 
 
 
 

Xylocopa wellmani Cockerell, 1906 (Fig. 25) 
 

Xylocopa (Xylomelissa) wellmani 
 

DIAGNOSIS. Small to medium size species (14-19 mm). Female. Clypeus with three small 
tubercles, two laterals and one medio-apical (Fig. 25c). Hind tarsi and apex of hind tibias with 
red pubescence (Figs 24a,b). Male. Pale yellow marks of the face rising above antennal 
sockets. Colouration of the setae of the legs like that of the female. Hind tibia without calcar. 

 
OLD MATERIAL. Bischoftu, 6500ft, 31.X.1945, 1♀, leg. K.M. Guichard (NHML). –  

Managasha, 9.XI.1945, 1♀, leg. K.M. Guichard (NHML). 
 

NEW MATERIAL. ADDIS ABEBA. Entoto, 9°06’N 38°42’E, 14.X.2010, Trifolium 
decorum, BW14, 1♀. 

OROMIA. Holeta, 9°04’N 38°30’E, 2450m, 4.XI.2010, Salvia leucantha, 1♀. 
 
 

 

  
a b 
 
Fig. 25. Xylocopa wellmani, female; a, dorsal view; b, lateral view. 
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c    
 
Fig. 25 (continued). Xylocopa wellmani, female; c, head; d, clypeus. 
 
 

Xylocopa higosamuloensis Pauly sp. nov. (Fig. 26) 
 

urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:B94D7D32-CA83-458E-A9C1-10F8C199E451 
 
Xylocopa (Xylomelissa) higosamuloensis 

 
HOLOTYPE: 1♀, "Abyssinia", Higo Samulo, 30.X.1911, leg. R.J. Stordy (NHML). 

 
DESCRIPTION. Female. Small species (13 mm). Black. Mesosoma with grey pubescence. 

Hind leg with grey yellow pubescence. Terga with apical whitish hair bands, reduced or 
interrupted in the middle (Fig. 26b). Head (Fig. 26d): clypeus with dense punctures and 
without carina. Scutum with punctures spaced by one puncture width. Terga shining with 
punctures spaced by one puncture width. Wings translucent with dark apical margin. Posterior 
side of the mesosoma rounded as in other species of Xylomelissa. Basitibial plate of the hind 
leg terminated on the 3/5 of the tibia. 

 
ETYMOLOGY. The name is based on the typical locality, Higo Samulo. This locality is 

situated SE of Lake Abaya (= Margherita) (following ALFKEN, 1932) [ca 5°57'N  37°44'E] 
 
 

  
a b 
 
Fig. 26. Xylocopa higosamuloensis, female holotype; a, dorsal view; b, metasoma 
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c d 
  
Fig. 26 (continued). Xylocopa higosamuloensis, female holotype; c, lateral view; d, head. 
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