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Fig. 17 – Kenya, Sosoma, 15 April 2018, Malaise trap in habitat of Meganomia rossi  
and Pseudophilanthus tsavoensis. 

 

 
 

Fig. 18 – Kenya, Endau Forest, January 2016, Malaise trap in habitat of Uromonia stagei. 
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List of genera, subgenera and species of Meganomiinae, with countries of distribution 
 
Genus Ceratomonia Michener, 1981 
Ceratomonia rozenorum Michener, 1981, male and female (Namibia) (Fig. 6a, b) 
 
Genus Meganomia Cockerell, 1909 
= Maxschwarzia Pagliano & Scaramozzino, 1990; syn. by Michener, 1992. 
Meganomia andersoni (Meade-Waldo, 1916), male and female (Kenya, Tanzania) 
Meganomia binghami (Cockerell, 1909), male and female (Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe, 
South-Africa) (Fig. 5a, b) 
Meganomia gigas Michener, 1981, male and female (Namibia, South Africa) (Fig. 5e) 
Meganomia rossi Michener, 1981, male and female (Kenya) (Fig. 5c, d) 
Meganomia somalica (Friese, 1915), female, male unknown, comb. nov. (Somalia) (Fig. 5b) 
Meganomia sp. (Yemen) 
 
Genus Pseudophilanthus Alfken, 1939 
Sub-genus Pseudophilanthus Alfken, 1939 
= Agemmonia Michener, 1981; syn. par Michener, 1992. 
Pseudophilanthus (Pseudophilanthus) taeniatus Alfken, 1939, male, female nov. (Kenya, 
Ethiopia) (Fig. 6c, d) 
Pseudophilanthus (Pseudophilanthus) tsavoensis (Strand, 1920), male and female (Kenya) 
(Fig. 6e, f) 
Pseudophilanthus (Pseudophilanthus) tavetensis (Cockerell, 1934), female (Kenya) 
 
Sub-genus Dicromonia Michener & Brooks, 1987 
Pseudophilanthus (Dicromonia) wenzeli (Michener & Brooks, 1987), male, female unknown 
(Madagascar) (Fig. 7a) 
 
Genus Uromonia Michener, 1981 
Sub-genus Uromonia Michener, 1981 
Uromonia (Uromonia) stagei Michener, 1981, male and female (Kenya, Mali) (Fig. 7c-d) 
 
Sub-genus Nesomonia Michener, Brooks & Pauly, 1990. 
Uromonia (Nesomonia) flaviventris (Benoist, 1963) male, female unknown (Madagascar) 
(Fig. 7b) 
 
 

Discussion and conclusions 
 
Melittidae is a small, enigmatic family of strictly solitary, mostly oligolectic and ground 
nesting bees, with a widespread geographic distribution but absent from tropical America, 
Australia and the Indo-Malayan area except for some species of Melitta that occur in the 
Himalayas (MICHENER, 2007, MICHEZ et al. 2009). They have a lower diversification rate than 
other bee clades (MURRAY et al., 2018). The subfamily Meganomiinae is composed of only 13 
species, all very rare and localized in Africa (MICHEZ & PAULY, 2019). Their discovery is 
always interesting because little information is available on their biology and distribution. 
These bees are found in savannas in Eastern and Southern Africa, especially in the eastern 
Sahel that extends as far south as northeastern Tanzania, and also in Yemen and Madagascar 
(MICHENER & BROOKS 1987, MICHENER et al., 1990, PAULY et al., 2001). The occurrence of 
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Uromonia stagei is confirmed in western Sahel by a new record from Mali. Both species from 
Madagascar are known only from male specimens, and Meganomia somalica is known only 
from the female. More material and barcoding is needed in the genus Pseudophilanthus to 
establish synonyms or confirm validity of the three described species. Visited plants already 
reported in the literature are Cleome sp., Tribulus sp., Crotalaria sp., Indigofera sp., and 
Plectranthus sp. (ROZEN, 1977, GESS & GESS, 2004, 2006, MICHEZ et al., 2010). We 
recommend that surveys should be undertaken in normally dry savannas when these plants are 
flowering. In Kenya, Meganomiinae are sometimes caught in Malaise traps, the collection data 
for which provide evidence that these bees are active only after the onset of seasonal rains 
(normally April-June and October-December) where conditions at a site are markedly different 
than during the dry months of the year (compare, for example, Figs 12 and 13). 
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